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GoodafternoonChairmanTam andmembersofthe committeeon PublicWorks and:Ec~flom4~~

Development. I am testif~’ingtoday in supportof Resolution06-015,urgingthe StateDepart~jj5thoftC
Healthto conductapublic hearingon theapplicationfor a Section401 waterqualitycertificationby ~
developerofthe “The WoodsatAhuimanu,” proposeddevelopmentin Kahalu’u. Thankyou for allowing
meto testi& on this issue. I would like to sharesomeof the followingconcernsforyour consideration.

First off! would like to makeclearthatthe developersof“The WoodsatAhuimanu”havenot
ensuredthe communitythattheir plan fordevelopmenthasadequatelyaddressedtheabundanceof
rainfall in AhuimanuValley. Recordsshowthatthe cityof Kane’ohehad247 consecutivedaysof
rainfall fromAugust1993 to April 1994.Ahuimanuis an areawherethe soil doesnot dischargeor drain
liquidsexpeditiously. Thiscreatesfor poorcesspooldrainagenot only attheresidentiallevel, but at all
levelsof development.It is conceivable,howeverto realizethe ratherdisastrouseffectsof poorcesspool
drainagefor adevelopmentofthe magnitudeof “The WoodsatAhuimanu.” It is alsoreasonableto argue
thatadevelopmentofthis sizewouldbe a significanthealthhazardconsideringthe cesspooloverflows
frequentlyoccurringin Kahalu’u.

I would also like to bring to your attentionanexampleof negligenceinnot realizingthe natural
conditionof proposeddevelopmentlands. Kahalu’uRegionalParkhaslongbeenadreamfor many
residentsof the area,however,it hasbeentwo decadesandthe projecthasyet to be completed.Thepark
wasexpectedto openin 2003 but drainageissuesdueto poorsoil conditionshavepostponedthe project.
Thecity is nowsayingthatit will take S additionalmonthsto fix thedrainageproblemthatis believedto
be causedby clay soil in thearea. This typeof soil doesn’tdrainwell andnowthe city mustcompletely
redothe field. $125Million hasbeenbudgetedto designanewdrainagesystem. As youcan see,this is
aproblemthatwouldnot haveoccurredhadplannersbeenconsciousof theenvironmentalconditionsof
thesoil in theproposeddevelopmentarea.

Therehasalsobeenareporton therecentcontaminationwarningsatKualoaBeachparkwhere
“multiple testsof wateratthecity parkshowedhigherbacterialevelsthanstatestandards.”The tests
showhigh levelsof bacteriathatindicatethepresenceofhumanor animalfeces. The causeof the
contaminationis believedto betheleakageof sewagefrom threeopenrestroomsatthe City Park. If
thesehigh levelsof bacteriaaredangerousenoughto convincethehealthdepartmentthatresidence
shouldnot be in thewater, it is appallingto imaginemagnitudeof contaminationadevelopmentsuchas
“The WoodsatAhuimanu” would bringto the areassurroundingtheproposedplans.

It is logicalthatwe shouldreconsidertheproposeddevelopmentof “The WoodsatAhuimanu”
becauseofthe heavyrain, soil conditionsandthe effectthatit hason the sewagesystem. It is for these
reasonsthatI am in supportofResolution06-015. Pleaseallow the public to voice their concernsonthis
matter.
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